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Introduction 

ToneXdb Explorer is an application that allows you to explore and edit data in IK 

Multimedia's ToneX tone model database. It helps you keep track of all the tone models, 

presets and impulse responses that are stored in the ToneX database your computer, 

whether you have created them yourself, imported them, or downloaded them from 

tone.net. 

You can edit all metadata such as tone model/preset/impulse response name, 

keywords, amp name, stomp name, cab name, amp/stomp skin, description, etc. 

Additionally, you can batch edit multiple tone models and presets at once, which is a 

great time saver. 

With its advanced search, filtering, grouping, and sorting capabilities, you can quickly 

find the tone models or presets you are looking for based on all metadata fields. You 

can also copy data to the clipboard and export data to either Excel or HTML format. 

To load a specific tone model or preset in ToneX, simply double-click in the list, and 

ToneXdb Explorer will select and activate the tone model/preset in the ToneX 

application. 

System Requirements 

To use ToneXdb Explorer you need a PC running Windows 7 or higher. 

Installation 

Open the zip file you downloaded, and run the setup program.  

If you see the “Windows protected your PC” window, click More info, and then Run 

anyway. 

If you see the “User Account Control: Do you want to allow this app from an unknown 

publisher to make changes to your device” window, click Yes. 

 

  

https://www.ikmultimedia.com/products/tonex/
https://www.ikmultimedia.com/products/tonex/
https://www.tone.net/
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Select database file 

By default, ToneXdb Explorer will automatically open the database file (Library.db) 

located in the default folder (C:\Users[Username]\Documents\IK Multimedia\TONEX).  

However, if for some reason the database file is not in that folder, you will see the 

"Select ToneX Database File" window and you will have to manually locate and select 

the database file. 
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The ToneXdb Explorer user interface 

ToneXdb Explorer user interface is organized in a clear and straightforward manner, 

making it easy to navigate and find the tone models, presets, and impulse responses 

you are looking for. 

 

The title bar of the window displays the version number, the number of tone models, 

presets, or impulse responses that are currently being displayed in the list, as well as 

the total number of models, presets, or impulse responses in the database.722 

For example,  

 

The version number is 1.20, the Tone Models view is active and there are a total of 2 

493 tone models in the database, and 15 are currently displayed in the list. 
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The Tone Models, Presets, and IRs views 

ToneXdb Explorer has three views: Tone Models, Presets, and IRs (Impulse 

Responses). You select a view by clicking one of the buttons in the upper-left corner of 

the main window. 

 

In addition to clicking the buttons, you can also use the following keyboard shortcuts to 

select a view: F2 (Tone Models), F3 (Presets), and F4 (IRs). 

The command buttons 

To the right of the view buttons at the top of the window, you will find the following 

command buttons: 

Edit 

Click this button to edit the selected item(s) in the list. 

Refresh List  

Click this button to refresh the list. If you have edited data in another view in ToneXdb 

Explorer, or have added, edited, or deleted data in ToneX, you must click this button to 

see the changes. 

Clear All Filters 

Click this button to clear (remove) all filters. 

Show Presets 

Click this button to display the presets that are based on the selected tone model(s), or 

the presets that use the selected impulse response(s). This button is hidden when the 

Presets view is active. 

Exit 

Click this button to exit the application. The active filter, sorting, and grouping state will 

be saved and automatically restored the next time you run the application. 
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The filter controls 

Below the command buttons, you will find various filter controls depending on the active 

view. 

The Tone Models view has these filter controls: Text, Author, Type, Character, 

Instrument, and Favorite. 

 

The Preset view has these filter controls: Text, Author, Character, Instrument, and 

Favorite. 

 

The IRs view has these filter controls: Text, and Include. 

 

The grouping list 

To the right, you see a list where you can choose pre-defined grouping setups. 

Additionally, you can also create your own custom groupings. 

 

Note that there is no grouping available in the IRs view. 
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The list 

The rest of the window is occupied by the list showing the tone models, presets, or 

impulse responses stored in the ToneX database on your computer, and the info panel 

with details about the selected item on the right. Here are screenshots of all three views. 
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Right-click the list to display a popup menu with various options: 
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Here is a list of keyboard shortcuts to quickly navigate in the list: 

Home - Go to the first row. 

End - Go to the last row. 

PgUp - Scroll up. 

PgDn - Scroll down. 

Ctrl + Home - Show the first column. 

Ctrl + End - Show the last column. 

Ctrl + PgUp - Scroll horizontally to the left. 

Ctrl + PgDn - Scroll horizontally to the right. 
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To load a specific tone model or preset in ToneX or 
Amplitube 

To load a specific tone model or preset in ToneX, simply double-click on the item in the 

list (or press Enter on your keyboard), and ToneXdb Explorer will attempt to select and 

activate the tone model/preset in ToneX. 

In the Tone Model view, if you double-click on either the “Amp Based On”, “Stomp 

Based On” or “Cab Based On” column, the “based on” name will be used to locate the 

tone model instead of the tone model name. 

NOTE: For this to work, ToneX must already be running. Please ensure that no filter is 

currently active, and that the tone model/presets are sorted by “Name (A-Z)”. 

NOTE: To select a tone model, make sure that the tone model graphics is shown (list is 

not expanded). 
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NOTE: To select a preset, make sure the preset list is visible (click the Preset button 

below the Home button). 

 

 

NOTE: This currently only works for the stand alone application, not when running 

ToneX as a VST plugin. To locate the tone model or preset in the VST plugin, manually 

paste the name into the search field by pressing Ctrl + V. The name was automatically 

copied to the Windows clipboard by ToneXdb Explorer. 

To locate the tone model in Amplitube, manually paste the name into the search field by 

pressing Ctrl + V. 
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The quick find feature 

The quick find feature allows you to easily locate an item by directly typing into the list. 

This search is always based on the first field in the current sort order. 

Please note that for this feature to work, the list must have focus, meaning the selected 

row has a dark blue background. 

For example, if the tone models are sorted by Model Name, press the M key on your 

keyboard to locate the first tone model whose name starts with “M”. If you continue by 

typing “ax”, the tone model whose name starts with “Max” is located. 

 

If the list is grouped, the quick find if based on the first grouping field.  

For example, if the tone models are grouped by Amp Based On, and you press F, the 

first group where the amp name starts with “F” is located. 
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The info panel 

The info panel to the right of the list shows information about the selected tone model, 

preset, or impulse response.  

 

Click the Edit button to open the Edit window. 
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All metadata in the Tone Models and Presets views is hyperlinked. When you click a 

link, a filter is created to only show items that match this filter. This filter is combined 

with other filters you may have enabled.  

The active info panel filter is shown at the bottom of the info panel. 

 

It is possible to filter on multiple fields by holding down the Ctrl key while you click. For 

example, if you first click the author name to display tone models by this author, you can 

hold down Ctrl and click on amp name to display tone models of this amp by this 

author. 

 

To clear this filter, click the Clear Filter button. 

 

How keywords are shown in the info panel 

If you have used hashtags in the keywords field, or the keywords are separated by 

comma, each keyword is shown as a separate link in the info panel. 
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Hyperlink to tone.net 

Click the little symbol to the right of the author's name to display this author's tone 

models on tone.net in your web browser. 

 

Show Presets button the Tone Models and IRs views 

This button performs the same function as the “Show Presets” button on the toolbar. 

Click it to display the presets that are based on the selected tone model(s), or the 

presets that use the selected impulse response(s). 
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In the Presets view, click the Clear Filter button to remove the temporary filter. 

 

Special hyperlinks in the Presets view 

In the Presets view, there is a special link to locate the tone model the preset is based 

on in the Tone Models view. 

 

If the preset uses an impulse response or a cab from another tone model, you can click 

the special link to show either the impulse response in the IRs view, or the tone model 

in the Tone Models view 
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Use a filter to limit which items are displayed 

You can use a filter to limit which items are displayed. Either use the filter controls right 

above the list, or you can filter on a specific column with a more advanced filter.  

Use the filter options above the list 

All views 

Text 

Enter the text to filter on, then press Enter to activate the filter. To clear the text field, 

click the X button. 

You can combine multiple strings with “/+” and “/-“. For example: To search for both 

“Vox” and “Morgan”, enter “Vox /+Morgan”. To search for “Marshall” but exclude “JCM 

800” and “JCM 900”, enter “Marshall /-JCM 800 /-JCM 900”. 

By default, all text fields are searched. To search a specific field only, right-click and 

choose the field from the popup menu. 
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The Tone Models and Presets views 

Author 

Lets you filter on the Author field. To clear the filter, select the first empty item in the list. 

 

The “<Empty>” option will display tone models where the Author field is empty. This 

field is empty for tone models you have created yourself but not uploaded to tone.net, 

and tone models from presets you have imported.  

The “<Non-IK Multimedia>” option will display all tone models not created by IK 

Multimedia. 
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Character 

Lets you filter on the Character field. To clear the filter, select the first empty item in the 

list. 

 

Favorite 

Check this box to only show tone models or presets flagged as “Favorite”. 

 

The Tone Models view 

Type 

The type of tone model to display. To clear the filter, select the first empty item in the 

list. 

 

“All Amps” will display tone models of type “Amp”, “Amp and Cab” and “Stomp and 

Amp”, and “All Stomps” models of type “Complex Rig”, “Stomp” and “Stomp and Amp”. 
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Instrument 

Lets you filter on the Instrument field to only show either bass or guitar tone models. To 

clear the filter, select the first empty item in the list. 

 

The Presets view 

Instrument 

Lets you filter on the Instrument field to only show presets for a specific instrument. To 

clear the filter, select the first empty item in the list. 

 

The IRs view 

Include 

This determines whether to include all impulse responses, the impulse responses 

currently in use, or the impulse responses that are not in use. 
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Filter on a specific column 

You can filter on any column with a more advanced filter. Move the mouse cursor to the 

column header, then click the down arrow button. 

 

To filter on specific values, simply click to select in the drop-down list. The list is 

immediately updated. 

Note the special symbol on the column header indicating that a column filter is active. 

 

To clear the filter, select “(All)” from the drop-down list. 

To set up a custom filter, select the “(Custom...)” option to open the “Custom Filter” 

window. 

For example, to display presets that use impulse responses, click the filter button on the 

Cab Based On column in the Presets view, select “(Custom...)” and create this filter: 
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You will then see only the presets where the cab includes the text “[IR]”.  

(Cabs that are impulse responses have an [IR] suffix, which makes it easy to distinguish 

them from cabs that are part of a tone model.) 

 

Change the sort order 

By default the list is sorted by Model Name in the Tone Models view, by Preset Name in 

the Presets view, and by Impulse Response Name in the IRs view.  

However, you can sort on any field by clicking on the column header. The column is 

sorted in ascending order, and an arrow pointing upwards will appear on the column 

header. 
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To sort the column in descending order, click on the column header again. This will 

reverse the order and display an arrow pointing downwards on the column header. 

 

To sort on multiple fields, hold down the Shift key when you click on the column headers 

in the order you want to sort by. This will sort the list first by the first clicked column, 

then by the second clicked column, and so on.  

 



ToneXdb Explorer - User Guide 
 

 

Page 26 

Modify the column width and column order 

To modify the column width, simply move the cursor over the right-hand edge of the 

column header until it changes to a resize cursor, then drag left or right to adjust the 

width. 

 

To modify the column order, click and hold on the column header you wish to move, 

then drag it to the desired position. Release the mouse button to drop the column into 

place. The other columns will shift to make room for the moved column. 

 

To go back to the default list layout, right-click the list and choose Reset List Layout 

from the popup menu.  
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Use the grouping feature 

You can group the list by one, or multiple columns. The easiest way to do this is to 

select a pre-defined grouping from the Grouping drop-down list. 

 

Please note that the grouping feature is not available in the IRs view.  
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By default, all groups are closed (collapsed). The number of tone models or presets in 

each group is shown after the group name. 
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To open a group, click the “+” sign or double-click the group. You can also use the right-

arrow key on your keyboard. 

 

To open all groups, right-click the list and choose Expand All Groups from the popup 

menu. You can also use the shortcut Ctrl + Right Arrow. 

To create a custom grouping setup, drag the column header to the panel above the list 

that says "Drag a column header here to group by that column". 
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After dragging the column header to the group panel, a new group is created, and the 

tone models are grouped based on the values of that column.  
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You can group by multiple columns. Here the tone model list is grouped by “Amp Based 

On”, “Cab Size”, “Cab Based On” and “Mic 1”: 

 

To deactivate the grouping, select “<No Grouping>” from the Grouping drop-down list. 
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Copy data to the clipboard 

You can copy tone model, preset or impulse response names to the clipboard by 

pressing Ctrl + C. 

If only one row is selected, the name of the selected row will be copied to the clipboard. 

If multiple rows are selected, the names of all rows will be copied to the clipboard. 

NOTE: If you want to export data from all columns, use the Export to Excel/HTML 

commands, described in the next chapter. 

To select multiple items in the list 

Hold down the Ctrl key and click on the items you want to select. 
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Hold down the Shift key to select all items in a range from the currently selected item to 

the item where you click. 

 

To select all items in the list, press Ctrl + A. 
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Copy data when a group is active 

You can copy other fields than the name if you use the grouping feature. 

For example, if you group by "Amp Based On" in the Tone Models view, you can press 

Ctrl + A to select all groups and then press Ctrl + C to copy all unique amp model 

names to the clipboard. 
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If you open (expand) all groups (press Ctrl + Right Arrow) the model names are also 

copied to the clipboard. 
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Edit tone model metadata 

You can edit all metadata such as tone model/preset/impulse response name, 

keywords, amp name, stomp name, cab name, amp/stomp skin, description, etc. 

Additionally, you can batch edit multiple tone models and presets at once, which is a 

great time saver. 

Backup of database file 

Whenever you edit or delete tone models, the database file (Library.db) is automatically 

backed up to a zip file. In case something goes wrong, you can restore the database file 

from the backup.  

ToneXdb Explorer creates multiple backup files, named dbBackup_date_time, in its 

data folder located at C:\Users\[Username]\Documents\CodeFN42\ToneXdbExplorer.  

To restore a backup, open a backup file and copy Library.db to the ToneX data folder at 

C:\Users\[Username]\Documents\IK Multimedia\TONEX. 

NOTE: CodeFN42 accepts no responsibility for any loss of data. 
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Edit a single tone model, preset or impulse response 

Select the item you want to edit in the list and click the Edit button on the toolbar.  

  

Alternatively, you can right-click on the tone model in the list and select Edit from the 

popup menu, or use the Ctrl+E shortcut. 
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You see the “Edit” window. Here are screenshots of all three edit windows. 
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Click the OK button, press Enter, to save any changes made and close the window. 

Click the Cancel button, or press Esc, to cancel any changes and close the window. 

Use the Previous and Next buttons to navigate to the previous or next item in the list, 

respectively. (You can also use the F9 and F10 keyboard shortcuts.) Any changes 

made are automatically saved.  

NOTE: You can download a PDF document with a graphical representation of the 

various amp and stomp skins from https://codefn42.com/dl/TonexSkins.pdf. 

 

  

https://codefn42.com/dl/TonexSkins.pdf
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Batch edit multiple tone models or presets 

First select all the tone models or presets that you want to edit from the list and click the 

Edit button on the toolbar. For more information on how to select multiple items, please 

refer to the "To select multiple items" section.  

You see the “Edit” window, in batch edit mode. 
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If a metadata field does not contain the same text for all tone models or presets being 

batch edited, the field will display “-Multiple values-“. To edit the contents of this field, 

click the check box to the right of the field to make it editable.  

 

 

If you change your mind and do not want to edit this field, click the checkbox again to 

uncheck it. 

NOTE: Text entered will be applied to all tone models or presets being edited. 

Click the OK button to save any changes made and close the window. 

Confirm by clicking Yes. 
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Delete tone models, presets or impulse responses 

You can delete a single tone model, preset or impulse response, or delete multiple 

items at once. 

Delete an item 

To delete a single item, right-click on it in the list and choose Delete from the popup 

menu, or use the shortcut Ctrl+D. 

 

Confirm by clicking Yes. 
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Delete multiple items 

To delete multiple items, first select all the items that you want to delete in the list. For 

more information on how to do this, please refer to the "To select multiple items" 

section. 

Then, right-click and choose the Delete option, or use the Ctrl+D shortcut. Confirm your 

action by clicking Yes. 
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Tone models and impulse responses that are in use by presets 

Please note that you cannot delete tone models that are in use by presets. If you 

attempt to do this, you see this window: 

 

Nor can you delete impulse responses that are in use by presets. 

 

When you click the “Show Presets” button, you will see a list of these presets in the 

Preset view.  
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How to export data 

You can export the full contents of the list to either an Excel file or a HTML file. If one 

row only is selected all rows are exported. If multiple rows are selected, only these rows 

are exported. 

Export data to Excel 

Right click the list and choose Export => Excel from the popup menu. You see the 

“Export to Excel” window. 

Select the folder you want to save the file in, and enter a filename. Then click Save. 

The data is exported, and the file is automatically opened. 
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Export data to HTML 

Right click the list and choose Export => HTML from the popup menu. You see the 

“Export to HTML” window. 

Select the folder you want to save the file in, and enter a filename. Then click Save. 

The data is exported, and the file is automatically opened. 

 


